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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EMIN 

SUBJECT: TENTH SESSION OF THE ITC 

REF: LA PAZ 5444 

1 . EMBASSY'S CABLE WAS MUCH APPRECIATED BY USDEL, WHICH 
USED IT AS THE BASIS FOR QUERYING THE BOLIVIAN DELEGATION 
AT THE TENTH SESSION. ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR ROGELIO 
MIRANDA, CHIEF OF THE BOLIVIA DELEGATION, BOLIVIA 'S 1978 
PRODUCTION IS NOW PROJECTED AT 30,800 MT, OR 2,200 MT LESS 
THAN WAS PROJECTED IN APRIL AT THE NINTH SESSION. MIRANDA 
INDICATED THAT THE LOWER PROJECTION IS ATTRIBUTABLE MAINLY 
TO LABOR STRIFE AT COMIBOL. HE ALSO INDICATED PRIVATELY 
THAT ACTUAL PRODUCTION MIGHT BE EVEN LOWER THAN 30,800 MT 
SINCE GOVERNMENT BUDGET CUTTING COULD AFFECT COMIBOL'S 
ABILITY TO OBTAIN EQUIPMENT FOR MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING 
PLANT CAPACITY AND EXPANSION INTO NEW PROJECTS. 
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2. IN BRIEF CONVERSATIONS WITH USDEL, UNDERSECRETARY 
UGALDE WAS EVASIVE ABOUT GOVERNMENT PLANS FOR THE TIN 
INDUSTRY, INDICATING THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S PROBLEMS ARE 
SO PERVASIVE THAT IT HAS NOT RECENTLY FOCUSSED ON THE TIN 
ISSUE. HE ALSO INDICATED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT MAY WAIT 
UNTIL THE USG DECIDES WHETHER OR NOT TO DISPOSE OF TIN BE- 
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FORE REVIEWING INTERNAL TIN POLICY. VANCE 
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